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THE CHALLENGE OF CHILDREN'S WORK 


by Elizabeth H. Lockhart, Public Library Children's Consultant 
Library Extension Division, New York State Library 


The children's room of a large city public library is alive with boys 
and girls every day after school and all day Saturday—with the murmurings, 
the chuckles, the shuffling of feet, the frowns of concentration, a high 
small voice rising above the rest. And the children's librarian is the 
most important individual in the room, discovering for the first time 
John's yearning for boats and the sea; listening to Mark's reaction to The 
magician's nephew, suggesting Passage to America for a committee of five 
who are studying migrations; watching Jane reaching for Laura Ingalls 
Wilder's Little house in the prairie, noticing a new girl, shy and pleased, 
approaching with her little brother, confident that the children's librar- 
ian will help her to find a good book, too. 


What is a children's librarian? A public librarian who has chosen to 
work exclusively with children and children's books. At library school, 
she (a children's librarian is usually "she") took all courses offered to 
help her in this specialization. Before she ever went to her first posi- 
tion, she knew that no matter how many children's books she would contin- 
uously read, she would always need to read more, developing a critical and 
discerning taste, able finally not only to distinguish the good from the 
bad, but perhaps more important, the above-average from the mediocre. She 
also knew she would be conducting a weekly story hour, a preschool picture 
book hour, giving talks to parents, introducing new books to groups of boys 
and girls inside the library and out, that preparation for these programs 
for the most part must be done after hours. A dedicated person is this 
children's librarian. She may drop out along the way if she is not wholly 
convinced of her importance in bringing about that amazing alchemy — the 
happy union of children and books. More often than not, once she has cast 
her die, she will always be a children's librarian for to her there could 
be no vocation so exhilarating or rewarding. 


But what of the small public library in a rural 
community that can have no children's librarian? There 
is an attractive little white building which houses the 
library, usually open only a part of the week, and a 
general librarian in charge. She may not be a trained 
librarian, but, a reader herself, she is alert, intel- 
ligent and friendly. How can she serve the children of 
her community? First, she can make them feel warmly 
welcome within the library doors. No matter how small 
the library, she can have a place just for them — for sitting, looking 
and browsing. She can make herself available to them for questions, for 
just plain conversation. 
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The librarian in a small community has the very best opportunity to 
get acquainted individually with each child, to gain his confidence, to 
learn what is interesting or exciting to him at the moment, perhaps some- 
thing of his dreams for the future, his temporary worries, a problem need- 
ing a solution. To get to know a child this well is an honor not easily 
bestowed by a child upon an adult. Yet that is what happens to a librarian 
who genuinely likes children. The librarian who has been able to accom- 
plish this feat is now in the position to suggest and introduce books to 
her potential borrowers. But she is not a children's librarian by train- 
ing or experience. She is perplexed by that part of her job that calls 
for ordering children's books, not yet realizing that to create and foster 
a desire to read she must herself read those books that are sitting bright- 
ly on the shelves. 


So, it is the mystery of the children's books which is the key to 
this untrained librarian's working effectively with children. Can she 
meet this challenge? Yes. She knows that she can ask for and receive 
professional advice from her State Library Extension Division. If she 
inquires how to go about ordering children's books, she will be told to 
order only from annotated lists which have been carefully prepared by ex- 
perienced children's librarians, and many of these lists she can have for 
the asking. Certain periodicals containing such lists as The Booklist or 
The Horn Book and also The Bookmark will be suggested. She will be advised 
not to order from commercial lists, but to use commercial lists to alert 
her to forthcoming publications. Further, she will learn that it is still 
not enough to order children's books wisely from authoritative sources. 
Actually, she should read as many as she can in order to recommend them 
to her juvenile public with conviction and enthusiasm. 


The more questions she asks about children's services the more she 
finds out: that she can learn how to have picture book hours for the pre- 
school group, get instruction and advice about storytelling for the older 
children, cooperate in various ways with the schools. But does she need 
to do all this? That would mean reading at home, planning at home — far 
beyond the necessary duties of her position. Still, if somehow she should 
find inspiration from those children's librarians who have pioneered in 
the field of children's work and those who are today upholding the same 
high standards set by their predecessors, she might find herself taking 
on more than she ever bargained for and loving it, too. And when a child 
says "Say, you must read every book in the library! That book you told 
me about sure was great," she'll feel a kind of nice glow inside that will 
tell her maybe all that extra effort is not for nothing. 


However, a decision to make that extra effort is up to her alone. 
Many who work in small libraries are already doing this because, of all 
things, it's so much fun to work with boys and girls of all ages. They 
are persistent, demanding, often obstreperous, painfully honest, imagina- 
tive, unexpectedly appreciative and altogether fascinating. On second 
thought, could it be the children who ultimately make the decision? 
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BACKGROUND READING 


Children's Literature 


"Bequest of wings;"" a family's pleasures with books, by Annis Duff. 
Viking. 1944. $2.50. 


Books, children and men, by Paul Hazard. Horn Book. 1948. $3.50. 


Children and books, by May Hill Arbuthnot. Rev. ed. Scott. 1957. $6.75. 


A critical history of children's literature, by Cornelia Meigs and others. 
Macmillan. 1953. $7.50. 


The proof of the pudding; what children read, by Phyllis Fenner. Day. 
1957. $3.95. 


Treasure for the taking; a booklist for boys and girls, by Anne Thaxter 
Eaton. Rev. ed. Viking, 1957. $4. 


The unreluctant years; a critical approach to children's literature, by 
Lillian H. Smith. American Library Association. 1953. $4.50. 


About Children's Libraries 


Rich the treasure; public library service to children, by Harriet G. Long. 
American Library Association. 1953. $2 paper 


Aids in Juvenile Book Selection 


The Booklist and Subscription Books Bulletin. American Library Associa- 
tion. Published twice a month, September through July, once only 
in August. Subscription $6.00 a year. 


University of Chicago Library, 
Children's Book Center. Published monthly except August. Subscrip- 
tion $2.50 a year. 


Children's catalog. H. W. Wilson Company, 1956. Service basis. Annual 
Supplement. 


The Horn Book Magazine. Horn Book, Inc., Boston. Published bimonthly. 
Subscription $4.50 a year. 


A SAMPLING OF SPRING BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 


The Youngest 


Cow's party; story and pictures by Marie Hall Ets. Viking. $2.50. 
Horse, Goat and Lamb were the only animals who liked the refreshments 
at Cow's party, and they stayed all summer long. A first picture 
book, gay and humorous. 


I, Mouse; story and pictures by Robert Kraus. Harper. $1.75. 


Mouse who likes people is happy when he wins the respect of his human 
family; an amusing little book with engaging pictures. 
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A house for everyone, by Betty Miles; illus. by Jo Lowery. Knopf. $2.75. 
"Everyone has a house--a house is for eating and sleeping--hanging 
up clothes--having fun with other people." Simple pictures in color 
children will love. 


Umbrella; story and pictures by Taro Yashima. Viking. $2.50. 
Momo waits for the rain to come so that she can use her birthday 
umbrella. A lovely story with beautiful illustrations. 


The In-Between Group 


Elf owl, by Mary and Conrad Buff; illus. by Conrad Buff. Viking. $2.75. 
The life and beauty of the desert are revealed in this poetic story 
of a pair of elf owls who live in the hollow of a big cactus tree. 


Ghost town treasure, by Clyde Bulla. Crowell. $2.50. 
While Paul and Nora Connor are visiting Ty Jackson in Gold Rock, a 


ghost town, they go exploring for gold, find instead an unexpected 
treasure. 


The cabin faced west, by Jean Fritz. Coward. $3. 
Homesick for her friends in Gettysburg, young Ann Hamilton finds 
little to like in the wilderness of western Pennsylvania until the 


day the stranger arriving at the Hamilton cabin helps to change her 
mind. 


Silver Dawn; written and illus. by Margaret Johnson. Morrow. $2.50. 
After being trained as a show jumper, the silver grey mare is sold 
to a circus and is on her way to many adventures which eventually 
bring her happily back to her beloved mistress at the Braddock farm. 


The Older Ones 


A beaver's story, by Emile Liers; illus. by Ray Sherin. Viking. $2.50. 
Haloka and Akella, a beaver pair, build their home and raise their 
many children in the Mississippi Valley, exhibiting deep affection 
and loyalty to one another, courage and ingenuity in the face of 
constant forest danger. The handsome drawings complement this dis- 
tinguished book. 


Juddie, by Florence W. Rowland. Viking. $3. 
Hard work and sometimes high adventure fill the days of 11-year-old 
Juddie who lives on a remote farm in the Canadian Rockies. The 


realization of his secret wish is a satisfying conclusion to a story, 
well written and immensely appealing. 


Avalanche! by A. Rutgers Vander Loeff. Morrow. $2.95. 
When an avalanche strikes the little village of Urteli in the Alps, 
13-year-old Werner, whose parents are among the missing, is evacuated 
down the valley. The reaction of a whole community to this disaster, 
including the courageous rescue of a little girl by Werner and a 


young Italian boy, makes an outstanding, exciting book for boys — 
and girls, too. 


Today is mine, by Amelia Elizabeth Walden. Westminster. $2.95. 
Holly learns that being a high school senior brings at least as many 
problems as privileges. The author has turned out a good, fast-paced 
story for 7th and 8th grade girls. 
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NOTABLE CHILDREN'S BOOKS OF 1957 


Selected by Book Evaluation Committee, ALA Children's Services Division 


Three Billy Goats Gruff. P.C. Asbjornsen and J.E. Moe. Illustrated by 
Marcia Brown. $3. Harcourt. 

Pantaloni. Bettina. $3.25. Harper. 

Gone-away Lake. Elizabeth Enright. Illustrated by Beth and Joe Krush. 
$3. Harcourt. 

Fly high, fly low. Don Freeman. Illustrated by the author. $3. Viking. 

Mouse house. Rumer Godden. Illustrated by Adrienne Adams. $2.75. Viking. 

Elephants of Sargabal. Rene Guillot. Illustrated by Felix Hoffman. 
$3.25. Criterion. 

Tom Paine, freedom's apostle. Leo Gurko. Illustrated by Fritz Krédel. 
$2.75. Crowell. 

Benjamin Franklin. Clara Ingram Judson. Illustrated by Robert Frankenburg. 
$3.45. Follett. 

Rifles for Watie. Harold Keith. Illustrated by Peter Burchard. $3.75. 
Crowell. 

Over in the meadow. John Langstaff. Illustrated by Feodor Rojankovsky. 
$2.75. Harcourt. 

This dear-bought land. Jean Le Latham. Illustrated by Jacob Landau. 
$2.75. Harper. 

The great wheel. Robert Lawson. Illustrated by the author. $3. Viking. 

A little laughter. Selected by Katherine Love. Illustrated by Walter 
H. Lorraine. $2.50. Crowell. 

Time of wonder. Robert McCloskey. Illustrated by the author. $3.50. 
Viking. 

Story over Skye. Allan Campbell McLean. Illustrated by Shirley Hughes. 
$3. Harcourt. 

A swarm in May. William Mayne. Illustrated by C. Walter Hodges. $3. 
Bobbs-Merrill. 

Little Bear. Else Holmelund Minarik. Illustrated by Maurice Sendak. 
$3.25. Harper. 

Who's there? Open the door! Bruno Munari. Translated by Maria Cimino. 
Illustrated by the author. $2. World Publishing Co. 

Untune the sky. Compiled by Helen Plotz. Illustrated by Clare Leighton. 
$3.50. Crowell. 

Sparkle and spin. Ann and Paul Rand. Illustrated by Paul Rand. $2.95. 
Harcourt. 

The horsecatcher. Mari Sandoz. $2.75. Westminster Press. 

Calico captive. Elizabeth George Speare. Illustrated by W. T. Mars. 
$3.50. Houghton. 

The wild angel. E.C. Spykman. $2.75. Harcourt. 

Flaming arrows. William 0. Steele. Illustrated by Paul Galdone. $2.75. 
Harcourt. 

Mary McLeod Bethune. Emma Gelders Sterne. Illustrated by Raymond Lufkin. 
$3.50. Knopf. 

The shield ring. Rosemary Sutcliff. Illustrated by C. Walter Hodges. 
$3. Oxford. 

The edge of April. Hildegarde Hoyt Swift. Illustrated by Lynd Ward. 
$3.95. Morrow. 

Anatole and the cat. Eve Titus. Illustrated by Paul Galdone. $2.75. 
Whittlesey House. 

Gunilla. Albert Viksten. $2.75. Nelson. 
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Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section 
Florence Boochever, Editor Laura E. McDowell 


Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people}; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


PR *Alvarez, W.C. Live at peace with your nerves. Prentice-Hall. $4.95. 


H 


Using real-life cases in illustration, the emeritus consultant in 
medicine, Mayo Clinic, offers wise, helpful counsel on understanding 
the mind-body relationship. Index. 616.8 


Anouilh, Jean. Time remembered; English version by Patricia Moyes. 
Coward-McCann. $2.95. 

Because of her resemblance to a Prince's dead sweetheart, a charming, 
young milliner is invited to a luxurious chateau by a Duchess and 
there, the delicate fantasy discloses, she succeeds in dispelling 
melancholy by her ingenuous realism. Photographs. 842.91 
Look homeward, angel, by Ketti Frings (Scribner. $2.95. 812.5) is 
"a play based on the novel by Thomas Wolfe" (subtitle), impressively 
depicting the literary artist's emergence from a middle-class back- 
ground. Both plays are Broadway successes. Photograph. 


Armstrong, Warren. Last voyage. Day. $3.50. 

"Freely dramatized but based upon ice-cold fact" stories of more than 
a dozen sea disasters, hunts for sunken treasure and ships lost with- 
out trace, from the Spanish Armada to the Andrea Doria. 910.4 


*Bowles, Chester. Ideas, people and peace. Harper. $2.50. 

The noted author-diplomat cogently examines the reasons for the decline 
of America's prestige in the underdeveloped countries of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America, stressing that the challenge of totalitarianism 
must be met not by a "rocket race to the moon" but by leadership dedi- 
cated to mutual adjustments and a "brand-new concept of our relation 

to the rest of mankind." 327 .73 


*Burton, Mrs. K.K. Witness of the light; the life of Pope Pius XII. 
Longmans. $4. 
Reverent, anecdotal portrayal of the great leader in the cause of 
justice and peace, born 82 years ago into the Roman Pacelli family of 
legal tradition serving the Vatican. Bibliography, index. B or 92 


Caidin, Martin. Countdown for tomorrow; the inside story of earth 
satellites, rockets and missiles and the race between American and 
Soviet science. Dutton. $4.95. 
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Frankly and in detail presents the situation in today's contest for 
space supremacy, urging a return to our nation's former position of 
scientific and technical leadership for the welfare of the world. 

Photographs. Index. 629.133 
















YP *Churchill, Sir W.L.S. A history of the English-speaking peoples. 
RH v.4, The great democracies. Dodd. $6. 

Concludes the distinguished series, placing in perspective events and 
personalities of the 19th century and highlighting the Crimean War, 
the migrations to Canada, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand, the 
rise of Germany, Irish Home Rule, America's Civil War and later emer- 

gence as a world power. Maps, index. 942 








Crehan, Mrs. F.M. The days before yesterday. Dodd. $3. 

Flavorsome reminiscences of the author's childhood on her Grandfather's 
Ohio farm at the turn of the century where the seasonal activities, 
indoors and out, offered exciting, new adventures to a spirited, in- 
terested six-year-old. Drawings. B or 92 


















YP Duncan, D.D. The private world of Pablo Picasso. Harper. $4.95. 

RH Amazing collection of photographs with accompanying text showing "one 
of history's most contradictory personalities" at work in his studio 
on the French Riviera or among friends in varying moods and the oc- 

cupations of daily living. Quarto. B or 92 








*Farson, Negley. The lost world of the Caucasus. Doubleday. $4. 

RH In 1929 the author with a scholarly "old English eccentric" journeyed 
on horseback through the Western Caucasus and here delightfully re- 
calls their experiences in a wild, mountainous country among the 

friendly shepherd tribesmen whom Stalin later forced to Siberia. Map, 

photographs. Index. 914.79 











Y Ferguson, Rowena. Editing the small magazine. Columbia Univ. $4.50. 
Of concern to amateur and professional editors of nonconsumer magazines, 
to students and executives, this pithy, practical manual deals with 
methods and techniques, sources of material, physical appearance and 

administrative problems. Editor's bookshelf, index. 029.6 












Fisher, Mrs. Margery, & Fisher, James. Shackleton and the Antarctic. 
RH Houghton. $7.50. 
From access to family papers and official documents the authors present 
a dispassionate appraisal of the South Polar explorer and a detailed 
account of his four, unsuccessful attempts to reach the Pole. Maps, 
photographs. Appendixes, index. 919.9 
















Freuchen, Peter, & Salomonsen, Finn. The Arctic year. Putnam. $5.95. 
RH Unusual account of "how man, beasts and plants exist under arctic 
conditions" from January through December, detailing the adjustment 
the Eskimo and his fellow-creatures must make to seasonal changes. 
Drawings. Bibliography, index. 919.8 













*Gatty, Harold. Nature is your guide; how to find your way on land 
RH and sea by observing nature. Dutton. $4.95. 

The late, world-famous aviator provides a wealth of fascinating in- 
formation on "pathfinding by natural means" that will enhance the 
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"uneventful" walk or cruise as well as aid in emergencies. Maps, 
diagrams, photographs. Bibliography, tables, index. 574 


Gebhard, Mrs. A.L. & Gebhard, Edward. Our family worships at home. 
Abingdon. $2.50. 

In the form of daily devotions, the Gebhards and their four children 
write of rewarding experiences with worship in a home where school, 
church and social problems are freely discussed and "the values worth 
living for" defined. Indexes. 249 


Geismar, M.D. American moderns; from rebellion to conformity. Hill 
and Wang. $3.95; $1.95 paper. 

Discerning collection of critical articles and reviews dealing with 
individual writers of the 40s and 50s, by the author of The novel in 
America, v.4 in preparation. More than a third of the essays were 
written for this book, others revised and updated. 813.504 


*Gunther, John. Inside Russia today. Harper. $5.95. 

A rich and enlightening mixture of history, description, characteriza- 
tion, observation and reportage following the noted journalist's fourth 
visit to the USSR in 1956 and conveying "its essential quality and at- 
mosphere since Stalin's death." Maps. Appendix, bibliography, notes 
and sources, index. 914.7 


*Handlin, Oscar. Al Smith and his America. Little. $3.50. 
Easy, sympathetic narration of Al Smith's growing up on New York's East 
Side, of political leanings, accomplishments as Governor of the Empire 
State and unhappy candidacy for President. Notes, index. B or 92 


*Harrison, H.P. Culture under canvas; the story of tent Chautauqua, 
as told to Karl Detzer. Hastings. $6.50. 
A former manager of a large circuit company colorfully describes 
traveling Chautauqua, "the greatest agency of popular education" and 
entertainment in rural communities from 1904 to 1932 when the automo- 
bile and radio spelled its end. Photographs, drawings. Index. 374.9 


*Hotchkiss, Mrs. C.A.O. Home to Poland. Farrar. $3.95. 
After an absence of 18 years, the Polish-born wife of an American 
toured her native country and her perceptive, unbiased report on the 
"new Poland" under Gomulka is interspersed with delightful descrip- 
tions of prewar days. Map. 914.38 


Hunter, J.A. & Wykes, Alan. Hunter's tracks. Appleton. $4. 

The native Scot who has trailed African big game since 1908 describes 
the exciting capture of an ivory poaching ring and reminisces about 
thrilling adventures with various wild animals on his many safaris. 
Photographs. 799 .296 


Huxley, J.S. New bottles for new wine. Harper. $4.50. 

A selection of 13 essays written in the postwar decade, brilliantly 
exploring man's "place in nature, his relations with the rest of the 
universe, his role in the universal cosmic process — in other words, 
his destiny; and on that, in turn, building new and more adequate be- 
liefs."" Photographs, charts, diagrams. Index. 574.04 
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Science and human values, by Jacob Bronowski (Messner. $3. 501) is 
a profound thinker's simple statement of belief in the universality 
of creative activity in both the arts and the sciences so that changing 
values should make us "more deeply human." Illustrated. 




























Inglis, Brian. The story of Ireland. Roy. $5. 
Interestingly considers Irish history until 1921 under the headings, 
"Nationalism," "Land and People," "Culture and Religion," reaching to 
modern times in the concluding chapter, "After the Treaty." Maps, 
photographs. Index. 941.5 
The coming of the green, by L.P.O. Wibberley (Holt. $3.50. 325.4) 
narrates with verve and accuracy the Irish emigration to America, 
conveying the spirit of the people who "are, in a sense, the progeny 
of their folklore." 

In a quiet land, by John O'Donoghue (Coward-McCann. $3.50. B or 92) 
is a sensitive, unaffected recollection of childhood and youth in 
Coomlaegill, County Kerry, Ireland, related with whimsical humor by 

a housepainter now in England. 















Kennedy, G.H., Bp. I believe. (Know your faith ser.) Abingdon. 
RH $1.25. 

The Methodist bishop of the Los Angeles area sums up his credo in sim- 
ple terms, attesting that the Christian faith “is the most realistic 
and honest view of life I know." 238 








Knight, Clayton, & Knight, Mrs. K.S. Plane crash; the mysteries of 
RH major air disasters and how they were solved. Greenberg. $4.50. 
Authentic account of aviation accidents from the first fatality in 
1908 to the Rikers Island disaster in 1957, detailing the investiga- 
tions and the changes in design and techniques that have been adopted 
to overcome "weather difficulties, structural failure and human error." 
Maps, photographs. Index. 629.13 
















Koyama, Itoko. Nagako, Empress of Japan. Day. $3.50. 

RH With intimate detail, presents an unusual, simply-told portrait of 
the beautiful, warmhearted princess whose devotion sustained her 
emperor-husband Hirohito throughout the Second World War. B or 92 























*Keats, John. Schools without scholars. Houghton. $3. 

"Why we should teach what to whom" is the fundamental question dis- 
cussed in this provocative volume which examines two extremely different 
elementary schools and stresses the importance of citizen responsibility 
as well as good buildings, good teachers and community aims. 370.973 








*Lengyel, Emil. 1,000 years of Hungary. Day. $5. 

Readable, informing history tracing the country's development to the 
present day, by a native Hungarian and noted author, now on the faculty 
of New York University. Map. Other reading, index. 943.9 








Linton, M.A. How life insurance can serve you. Harper. $2.50. 

Using nontechnical language, a past president of the Actuarial Society 
of America explains the principles of permanent and term insurance, 
annuities, pensions and social security as means of financial provi- 
sion. Tables, graph. 368 .3 
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YP *Marshack, Alexander. The world in space; the story of the Internation- 


RH 


al Geophysical Year. Nelson. $4.95. 

In simple, narrative style explains to the layman the background of 
the IGY and the 13 programs under study by 54 participating nations 
through December, 1958. Fully illustrated. Index. 551 
Once round the sun; the story of the International Geophysical Year, 
by Ronald Fraser (Macmillan. $3.95. 551) succinctly outlines present 
knowledge about the science of the earth and its atmosphere and des- 
cribes expeditions undertaken viewed against the background of areas 
already mapped. Photographs, drawings. 


Mayer, Martin. Madison Avenue, U.S.A. Harper. $4.95. 

Based on some 400 interviews and wide reading, this is an informing, 
attractive survey of product advertising as part of our economy, dis- 
cussing men, media, agencies, research and evaluation with professional 
status as goal. Index. 659.1 


Meredith, William. The open sea, and other poems. Knopf. $3.50. 

Originality of thought, flashes of wit and excellence of expression 
distinguish this collection on varied themes. Many of the poems are 
reprinted. 811.5 


Minnick, W.C. The art of persuasion. Houghton. $5.50. 

Lucid exposition of written or oral discourse valuable to everyone in 
a democracy because of the importance of persuasion as a “decision- 
making tool." Exercises, index. 808.5 


YP *Moss, Stirling. In the track of speed. Putnam. $3.95. 


RH 


In an exciting, informal account of motorcar racing since World War 
II, the first Englishman to win the British Grand Prix modestly des- 
cribes his experiences in classic contests at home and abroad, dis- 
cussing the physical and temperamental qualities needed for success 
in this hazardous sport. Photographs. Index. 796.72 


Redding, Saunders. The lonesome road; the story of the Negro's part 
in America. (Mainstream of America ser.) Doubleday. $5.75. 

Through the lives of 12 Negro men and one woman the difficult struggle 
from slavery to equal rights is poignantly and poetically traced by 
the head of the English Department at Hampton Institute, Virginia. 
Bibliography, index. 325.26 


Reinfeld, Fred. The story of paper money; including catalogue of 
values. Sterling. $3.95. 

Fully illustrated history, with chapters on early American, Civil War, 
modern United States and foreign currency, and collecting. 332.53 


Riencourt, Amaury de. The soul of China. Coward-McCann. $5. 
Scholarly, valuable study of Chinese culture before the Christian era 
and in the past 100 years, pointing out that Westerners must discover 
the "grand cycle of history" if they are to understand modern China. 
Notes, bibliography, index. For the serious reader. 951 


Salkin, Leo. Story-telling home movies and how to make them. McGraw- 
Hill. $4.95. 
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A successful writer, director, photographer and cartoonist shares his 
know-how with the amateur, discussing film ideas, audience interest, 
light and lighting, subject matter etc. Appendixes, index. 778.5 


Seabury, David. The art of living without tension. Harper. $3.95. 
Drawing on the thoughts and experiences of others, the well-known 
psychologist suggests 24 steps which must be fused to enable each in- 
dividual to live fully and happily in today's complex world. Self- 
tests, subject index. 150.13 


YP *Sims, E.H. American aces in great fighter battles of World War II. 


RH 


Harper. $3.95. 

From official records and interviews with 12 Army Air Force aces of 
the European, Far East and China-Burma-India theaters, a fighter pilot 
reconstructs their missions so realistically that "the reader...goes 
along on the flights." Diagrams, photographs. Index. 940 .544 


Smith, Huston. The religions of man. Harper. $5. 
The professor of philosophy at Washington University, St. Louis, with- 
out comparing the world's great religions, discusses the meanings they 
hold for "their adherents" and the actual practices and philosophical 
concepts of each. Notes. Index. 290 
(Fleet Pub. $4.95. 
264) is a fascinating collection of fact and legend about religious 
and secular observances, arranged by the calendar year, with chapters 
on Jewish traditions, holiday celebrations and common expressions of 
Biblical origin. Index. Of reference value. 


Soule, G.H. Longer life. Viking. $3. 

Stimulating, well-reasoned presentation of the problem of our aging 
population and some practical suggestions about economic and social 
aspects, urging more employment and more adequate incomes for older 
persons. Index. 618 .97 


Teller, Edward, & Latter, A.L. Our nuclear future; facts, dangers, 
and opportunities. Criterion. $3.50. 

A scientific discussion for the layman of atoms, bombs and radioactiv- 
ity, showing the importance of peaceful and military applications of 
nuclear energy. Photographs, diagrams. Glossary. 539 .76 


Updike, John. ‘The carpentered hen, and other tame creatures. Harper. 
$2.75. 

Sparkling light verse on many themes, nicely blending content and wit. 
Mainly reprinted from The New Yorker and other magazines. 811.5 


Fiction 


YP *Arkell, Reginald. The Round House. Reynal. $3.50. 
RH Appealing, romantic tale of what happens in a lovely Cotswold village 


when a young London lawyer rents an abandoned canal round house, meets 
the daughter of the manor and helps a wealthy American tourist estab- 
lish his kinship with a famous wool merchant of 1482. 
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Brooks, J.N. The man who broke things. Harper. $3.95. 

Sophisticated novel of Wall Street machinations, centered in ruthless, 
insecure Hank Haislip, head of the Ajax Corporation, deftly revealing 
the underlying causes of his power urge and climaxed in an exciting 
proxy battle for his control of the old, conservative Great Eastern 
Company whose chairman is Haislip's arch enemy. 


YP *Coatsworth, E.J. The white room. Pantheon. $2.75. 

R Caught in a storm, Laura Treadwell of a Maine coast farm has time to 
reflect on her divided family and her own timidity, and is freed by a 
rabbit from her "white room" of snow in this graceful, meaningful 
novelette with a touch of the supernatural. 


YP *Coles, Manning, pseud. Come and go. Doubleday. $3.75. 

RH Continued adventures of the two delightful Latimers, revived ghosts 
of Happy returns (1955), who rescue a young English cousin from trouble 
in Paris and further his romance with a charming American girl. 


Durrell, Lawrence. White Eagles over Serbia. Criterion. $3. 

Sent to investigate the murder of a British agent near Belgrade, a 
Special Operations officer, disguised as a peasant, searches the 
mountainous country for a clue and narrowly escapes Communist bands 
in this thrilling novel of international intrigue. 


YP *Ferber, Edna. Ice Palace. Doubleday. $4.50. 
R As it relates the lifelong conflict between Christine Storm's unlike 
grandfathers who reared her, this vigorous tale outlines the history 


of Alaska vivified in Thor Storm's idealism and fight for statehood 
and in the fabulous rise to power of Czar Kennedy, owner of Baranof's 
first, 14-storied apartment house, the Ice Palace. 


Godden, Rumer. The greengage summer. Viking. $3.50. 

Five English children and their mother spend a summer in the South of 
France and this is the entrancing story of their reactions to hotel 
life, an "affair" and a gentleman thief, narrated by 13-year-old Cecil. 


Sahgal, N.P. A time to be happy. Knopf. $3.95. 

Discerning portrayal of India just before and after Independence, 
narrated by a middle-aged Congress Party member whose gently satiric 
observations point up the diverse loyalties uf the upper-middle class. 


Singleton, Mrs. Betty. A note of grace. World Pub. $3.50. 
Impelled by a motive he scarcely understands, Fred Gedge, English 
small-town builder and trumpet player in the local band, finds him- 
self helping to rebuild the chapel of a nunnery that had been des- 
troyed by fire, and with tension and subtlety the highly original 
novel delineates the changing reactions of the community. 


Warner, Rex. The young Caesar. Little. $4.75. 
In the form of an imagined memoir by Caesar before his death, his 
early years and companions, calculated rise to power and customs of 


the times are clearly evoked along with the turbulent events prior 
to his departure for Gaul. 
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"GET THE RIGHT ANSWER" 


Schenectady County Public Library Observes National Library Week 


For four days during the week of March 10, the Schenectady County 
Public Library took its Reference Department to one of the busiest spots 
in downtown Schenectady. A front "island" window, 16' x 22', at the 
busiest bus stop in town was lent by a local department store. From 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Tuesday through Friday, and 5 to 9 p.m. Thursday 
night, a "live" show was put on. A reference librarian and an assistant 
were on hand to answer any questions asked by busy passers-by. When 
passers-by proved reticent, the librarian went into a circus barker's act, 
offering running comment on the questions she felt the spectators should 
be asking, "Would you like to know what your name means?" "Do you know 
on which day of the week you were born?" "Are you a Tuesday child, a 
Thursday child?" Questions were written by the assistant on a large black- 
board, so that spectators could follow easily. If a question was too 
difficult for the limited resources of the window reference collection, 

a direct telephone line to the Central Library Reference and Technical 
rooms produced an answer. For more difficult requests involving extended 
searching, the inquirer's name and address were taken and the answer tel- 
ephoned to him as soon as it was found. A loud speaker broadcast the 
questions and answers, as well as the barker's spiel, to passers-by and, 
we hope, interested bystanders. 


The window reference collection consisted of almanacs, a gazetteer, 
atlas, quotation book, dictionary, etiquette book, Congressional Directory, 
New York Red Book and Legislative Manual, Readers' Guide, Taintor's Sec- 
retary's Handbook, New York Telephone Company directories and others. 


The reference librarian's desk, the bookcase with the limited ref- 
erence collection, and the space occupied by the assistant and her black- 
board left a good portion of the 352 square feet to be filled in with 
library materials. These included displays of the library telephone book 
collection for the entire United States, financial services, periodicals, 
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college catalogs, vocational pamphlets, travel and vacation pamphlets 
and maps, and circulating phonograph records and framed pictures. There 
was a sign for each display emphasizing the word RIGHT, thus, Select the 
RIGHT investments; Pick the RIGHT job from vocational materials; Get the 
RIGHT answer from the library. These signs carried out the theme of the 
window "GET THE RIGHT ANSWER." A large strip carried the library's name 
across the top of the window, "GET THE RIGHT ANSWER" was shown in bold 
letters below. 


Originally it was planned to have a tape recording, written by the 
reference department staff, broadcast during the periods of the day when 
it was not possible to staff the window. Unfortunately, the recording 
was imperfect and musical selections from the library's record collection 
were used instead. 


It is always difficult to measure the long-range success of a one- 
shot publicity venture. Certainly many people who had been unaware of 
the library resources were impelled to stop, look and later come to the 
library to ask about library materials, phonograph records and pictures 
to take home. The questions came in at the average rate of one every two 
minutes. People were reluctant at first to go to the back of the window 
to ask their questions, and after the first day a staff member moved about 
through the crowd asking hesitant observers for their queries. Questions 
ranged from the meanings of names through birth dates, sports statistics, 
college information, to a list of industries at Lyons, France for some one 
going to France for a year. 


A tremendous amount of preparation went into gathering of material 
for the display, having the signs made, preparing the tape recording and 
staffing the window, but the Reference Department and the library felt 
that the effort was well worthwhile. 


Editors Note: In addition to the unique observance described 
above, the Schenectady County Public Library held open house at 
the Central Library and all its branches on March 19, while its 
bookmobile held open house in the town of Glenville on March 31, 
visiting areas not presently served by the bookmobile and hold- 
ing a story hour in one community. Dr. Harold A. Larrabee, mem- 
ber of the library Board of Trustees, originated and sponsored a 
poster contest, presenting money prizes to winners. 

How did you observe National Library Week in your community? 
Please send clippings or notices about your activities for a 
roundup that may provide valuable ideas for other occasions, such 
as birthdays or centenaries. Let us hear from you! Write before 
May 15, 1958 to The Bookmark, Room 329E, New York State Library, 
Albany 1, New York. 
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“TRAVELING 


FILMS FOR YOU — Suggested by Jack B. Spear 






The smaller public libraries of New York State may now borrow 1L6mm 
educational films from Traveling Libraries. This new film collection is 
being procured from Federal funds made available to the Library Extension 
Division by the Library Services Act. Since the purpose of this Act is 
to help rural public libraries, the materials purchased from these funds 
are: 


for the use of public libraries serving less than 10,000 people 
(by the 1950 census) 

2. selected for nonschool use and 

to be shown without admission charge 


For several years the larger public libraries over the country have 
made educational films available to their borrowers and these borrowers 
have been quick to use and see the values of them. However, because of 
the comparatively high cost of a single film, smaller libraries could not 
easily bring the advantages of this 20th century medium to their patrons. 
In many of our school systems the "classroom" film has come into its own 
as a teaching medium for children, but the adults and children of the same 
community have had practically nothing available for their out-of-school 
use. Now, they may share in this wonderfully effective new medium through 
their public library--not with the classroom type of film, but with films 
that bring adventure, helpful learning, thoughtful ideas--all of which help 
the individual meet the challenge of today's living. 


Almost every community has a 16mm sound projector and competent op- 
erator. Perhaps your local churches, Home Bureau, Grange, lodges, and 
other organizations would be interested in viewing one or more of these 
films at their meetings: 





Completion of the First Transcontinental Railroad: 27% minutes. Black 
and white. 1955. This was produced by CBS Television for their YOU ARE 


THERE series. Walter Cronkite takes us to Promontory Point, Utah, on May 
10, 1869 when the Central Pacific and the Union Pacific join the East and 
West with an iron band of a railroad. This film captures the sentiment 
and emotion of this momentous occasion. For adults it will bring a re- 
newed meaning and will stimulate interest in this nation's history. 


The Ganges River: 16 minutes. Color. 1955. The Ganges River has become 
a sacred river to the Hindus. It sustains agriculture, transportation 
and industry for the peoples of India and in addition plays a vital part 
in that country's history and social life. It might be said that the 
Ganges is the unifying spirit of India because it flows serenely through 
so many areas with people of diverse religious sects, dialects and in- 
dustries. An up-to-date trip down this changeless river. 
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The Oregon Trail: 25 minutes. Black and white. 1956. The overland trip 
in a Conestoga wagon from Missouri to Oregon is made real and dramatic. 

On the trail there are dangerous river crossings, threats of Indian attacks, 
blinding heat, stifling dust and almost inaccessible mountains. There is 
an abundance of human interest woven into the development of the plot that 
makes this an outstanding film in its field. It can be used successfully 
with adult audiences to illustrate family relations and the American scene. 


Pantomimes: 13 minutes. Color. 1955. This charming film presents the 
famed pantomimist Marcel Marceau in three very different stories illus- 
trating his creative interpretations. David and Goliath uses a simple 
stage setting of a large stone-like structure. Marceau deftly and subtly 
creates the two diverse characters. In the second, The Butterfly Chase, 
you are almost afraid to breathe lest you change the mood. In the last, 
however, the amusing antics of The Lion Tamer will give a good release to 
pentup emotions and the audience will laugh spontaneously. This film, a 
winner in the 1956 Golden Reel Films Festival in the category of Literary, 
Musical and Theatrical Arts, is a natural for drama groups of any kind and 
will be enjoyed by almost any audience. 


Rembrandt van Rijn: a Self Portrait: 27 minutes. Color. 1955. The life 
story of this great artist is told in a film study of many of his famous 
paintings and etchings. Through a series of self-portraits, the film 
traces his progress from ambitious youth to prosperous middle age and 
finally to a lonely old age. The artist's characteristic style and the 
life and times of flourishing 17th century Amsterdam are revealed through 
the many and varied paintings. A film that will be enjoyed by almost any 
adult group. 


University of Arkansas (Folklore Research): 27 minutes. Black and white. 
1955. This film was produced by CBS Television as one of THE SEARCH se- 


ries. Charles Romine, the narrator, with the able assistance of sprightly 
Professor Mary Celestia Parler, a member of the University of Arkansas 
faculty, who is intimately acquainted with the people and terrain of the 
area, travel in a trusty jeep over the dusty back roads of the Arkansas 
mountain country in search of ballads and folksongs. They talk with old- 
timers and record their melodious, untrained but earnest voices singing 
the songs that have been handed down by word of mouth. Folksongs never 
seem to lack for an audience. This is borne out by the excellent reaction 
of audiences that have previewed this film. 


TO BORROW THESE FILMS for groups in your community simply check 
through this list and write Traveling Libraries, New York State 
Library, Albany 1, New York, requesting a booking for a specific 
date. If the print you select is available, your booking will 
be confirmed by return mail. It is wise to ask for a film sev- 
eral weeks or even months in advance of a showing. This film 
will be sent directly to you in time for your occasion. It 
should be returned immediately after use so that other bookings 
will not be held up. The borrowing library pays only the small 
return postage and insurance charges. 
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A SELECTED LIST OF 


Recent Accessions 


Prepared by 


Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Ethel Lansing, Order Sections 





These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may not 
have purchased, may be borrowed from the New York State Library. Please 
use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


ADVERTISING, MARKETING AND MANAGEMENT 





Cerami, C.A. How to solve management problems. Englewood Cliffs, N.J., 
Prentice-Hall, 1957. 228p. 658 C411 





Crisp, R.D. Marketing research. New York, McGraw-Hill, 1957. 798p. 
(McGraw-Hill series in advertising and selling) 658.8072 C932 







Foreman, R.L. An ad man ad-libs on TV. New York, Hastings House ©1957 
173p. 659.14 F715 








Fortune. The amazing advertising business, by the editors of Fortune. 
New York, Simon and Schuster, 1957. 178p. 659.1082 F 745 












Stebbins, H.A. Copy capsules. New York, McGraw-Hill, 1957. 2235. 
(McGraw-Hill series in advertising and selling) 659.13 S811 








COMPANY HISTORIES 








Beaton, Kendall. Enterprise in oil; a history of Shell in the United 
States. New York, Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1957. 815p. 
665.5065 S544b 















Marcosson, I.F. Anaconda. New York, Dodd, Mead 1957 370p. 
622.34 A532m 


Stone, M.F. Since 1845; a history of the Mutual Benefit Life Insurance 
Company. New Brunswick, N.J. Rutgers University Press, 1957. 
236p. 368.3 M99a 








LITERATURE 





Brod, Max. Heinrich Heine; the artist in revolt. New York, New York 
University Press, 1957. 355p. 831.75 Bb8 









Chadbourne, R. McClain. Ernest Renan as an essayist. Ithaca, N.Y., 
Cornell University Press 1957 264p. 844.82 Bc 














Crandall, Norma. Emily Bronte, a psychological portrait. 
R.R. Smith Publisher, 1957. 160p. 


Rindge, N.H., 
823.89 B869Ac 
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Yeats, W.B. The variorum edition of the poems of W.B. Yeats. Edited by 
Peter Allt and R.K. Alspach. New York, Macmillan, 1957. 884p. 
821.91 Y5v 


MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE 


Haas-Lorentz, Geertruida Luberta de, ed. H.A. Lorentz: impressions of 
his life and work. Amsterdam, North Holland Pub. Co., 1957. 172p. 
530 L86Ah 


Henney, Keith, ed. Electronic components handbook: resistors, relays, 
capacitors, switches. New York, McGraw-Hill 1957 244p. 
621.38 qH515 


Lee, Henry. Epoxy resins; their applications and technology by Henry 
Lee and Kris Neville. New York, McGraw-Hill, 1957. 305p. 
668.4 L478 


Ore, gstein. Niels Henrik Abel, mathematician extraordinary. Minneapolis, 
University of Minnesota Press 1957 277p. 510.92 Al4lo 


Rowland, John. Ernest Rutherford, atom pioneer. New York, Philosophical 
Library 1957 160p. 530.92 R97xr 


Springer, George. Introduction to Riemann surfaces. Reading, Mass., 
Addison-Wesley Pub. Co. 1957 307p. 517.5 S769 


PARIS 


Bertin, Celia. Paris a la mode. New York, Harper 1957 254p. 
646.01 B544 


Lough, John. Paris theatre audiences in the seventeenth & eighteenth 
centuries. London, Oxford University Press, 1957. 293p. 
792.0944 L887 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Bailey, T.G. Teach yourself Urdu; edited by J.R. Firth and A.H. Harley. 
London, English Universities Press 1956 314p. 491.43 B156 


Davidson, Donald. Decision making. Stanford, Calif., Stanford University 
Press, 1957. 12l1p. 501.8 D252 


Driver, G.R. ed. and tr. Aramaic documents of the fifth century B.C. 
Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1957. 1106p. 492.1 D782 


Russell, C.P. Guns on the early frontiers; a history of firearms from 
colonial times through the years of the Western fur trade. Berkeley, 
University of California Press, 1957. 395p. 623.4 R961 


Stirling, Nora. Treasure under the sea by N.B. Stirling. Garden City, 
N.Y., Doubleday, 1957. 354p. 910.4 $859 
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Official Publications 


OF NEW YORK STATE: 


—— 2a 


Prepared by Peter Paulson, Gift and Exchange Section 


*Available free to libraries within New York State, and on ex- 

change to libraries outside of New York State, from New York 
- State Library, Gift and Exchange Section, Albany 1, New York. 
Other publications may be obtained from issuing office. 





*AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION, Geneva. Symposium papers on the role 
of agriculture in future society, 1957. (1958) 69p. (Bulletin 
no. 780, December 1957) 








*AUDIT AND CONTROL, DEPT. OF. Proceedings of conference on town and 
county government, held at Syracuse, New York, November 18, 1957; 
sponsored by the Governor's committee on home rule. (1958) 42p. 
Mimeo. 





__. Division of Municipal Affairs. Research and Statistics Section. 
State aid to local government; a brief description of the current 
types of financial assistance showing purpose, methods of apportion- 
ment, statutory citations and trends in amounts distributed. (1958) 
55p. Mimeo. (Revised - January 1958) 


*BUDGET, DIV. OF. The Executive budget, the Governor's message, including 
appendices, 1958-1959. (1958) 135p. (Legis Doc 1958 no. 80) 








*COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. Airport development and operation conference, 10th, 
Syracuse, New York, October 8, 1957, sponsored by...in cooperation 
with New York Aviation Trades Association, Inc., Association of Towns 
of the State of New York, Conference of Mayors and other Municipal 
Officials, County Officers Association, New York State Flying Farmers. 

(1958) 104p. 














Chemical quality of water resources in the Allegheny River and 
Chemung River basins, New York 1953-1954, by F. H. Pauszek. 1956. 
44p. Mimeo. (Prepared in cooperation with the Geological Survey, 
United States Department of Interior) 


Retailing and you--meeting the customer and serving his needs, by 
Frederick D. Wilkinson, Jr. 1958. 18p. Mimeo. (Small business 
bulletin no. 1) 










*EDUCATION DEPT. Annual report, 5lst, of...for the school year ending 
June 30, 1954, volume 2, statistics. 1957. 443p. 











‘The Community of Yonkers and its schools. 1957. (Yonkers school 
survey, report no. 1) 52p. 
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*EDUCATION DEPT. Dentistry including dental hygiene: law, rules and 
information. 1957. 106p. (Handbook 10, professional education) 


Instruction in the Yonkers schools. 1958. 74p. (Yonkers school 
survey, report no. 3) 


Medicine, including osteopathy and physiotherapy; law, rules and 
information. 1957. 125p. (Handbook 9, professional education) 


Planning for college in New York State. 1957. 8lp. 


Registered optometrists and ophthalmic dispensers, 1956-58. (1958) 
124p. 


The Staff of the Yonkers schools. 1957. 46p. (Yonkers school 
survey, report no. 2) 


The Yonkers school plant. 1958. 4lp. (Yonkers school survey, 
report no. 4) 


Division of Elementary Education. Bureau of Elementary Curriculum 
Development. Fire prevention education, 1958. 1957. 63p. (In 


cooperation with the Bureau of Secondary Curriculum Development) 


*INSURANCE DEPT. Annual report, 97th, of the Superintendent of Insurance 
for the year ended December 31, 1955; vol. II, fire and casualty 
insurance companies, title companies. (1958) 1402p. (Legis Doc 
1956 no. 104) 


*LAW REVISION COMMISSION, Report...for 1957. (1958) 12p. (Legis Doc 
1957 no. 65) 


*LEGISLATURE. Assembly. Standing committees of the Assembly with in- 
dividual assignments of members of Assembly, 1958. 1958. 16p. 
(Legis Doc 1958 no. 3) 


Senate. Standing committees of the Senate with individual assign- 
ments of Senators, January 14, 1958. 1958. 13p. (Legis Doc 1958 
no. 2) 


*MENTAL HYGIENE, DEPT. OF. A World to grow in; New York State's schools 
for the retarded. 1957. 32p. 


*METROPOLITAN RAPID TRANSIT COMMISSION. Report, January 1958. (1958) 
75p. (Cover title: Rapid transit for the New York-New Jersey 
metropolitan area) 


*NEW YORK STATE MUSEUM AND SCIENCE SERVICE. Checklist of the mosses of 
New York State, by Edwin H. Ketchledge. (1958) 55p. (Bulletin 
no. 363, November 1957) 


* __ The Development and application of a sequential sampling plan for 
forest tent caterpillar in New York, by D. P. Connola, W. E. Waters, 
W. E. Smith. (1958) 22p. (Bulletin no. 366, December 1957) 
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*NEW YORK STATE MUSEUM AND SCIENCE SERVICE. Lithology, paleoecology and 
paleontology of the Vernon shale (late Silurian) in the type area, 
by Donald W. Fisher, State Paleontologist. (1958) 29p. (Bulletin 
no. 364, November 1957) 


Occurrence of Silurian salt in New York State, by William Lynn 
Kreidler, Senior Geologist. (1958) 56p. (Bulletin no. 361, 
October 1957) 


A Revision of the North American species of Paria Lec. (Coleoptera: 
Chrysomelidae) by John A. Wilcox, Associate Curator. (1958) 45p. 
(Bulletin no. 365, December 1957) 


Sample study and correlation of three wells in Chautauqua County, 
New York, by Irving H. Tesmer. (1958) 20p. (Bulletin no. 362, 
November 1957) 


*POWER AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. Annual report, 27th, February 
10, 1958. (1958) 56p. (Cover title: Power progress, Niagara, 
St. Lawrence) 


* __ Niagara power and local taxes, December 2, 1957. (1958) 44p. 


*PUBLIC SERVICE, DEPT. OF. Annual report of the Public Service Commission 
--efor the year 1956. 1957. 467p. (Cover title: Regulation of 
public utilities in New York State; Legis Doc 1957 no. 107) 


*STATE, DEPT. OF. Local laws of the cities, counties and villages in 
the State of New York enacted during the year 1956. 1957. 716p. 


* Laws of the State of New York passed at the one hundred and eightieth 
session of the Legislature convened January 9th and adjourned March 
30th, 1957, including extraordinary session. 1957. 2 vols. 


*STATE COLLEGE OF FORESTRY, Syracuse. Primary wood use in New York; a 
survey of industrial and non-industrial use of roundwood, by Edward 
F. Von Ohlsen (and others) (1958) 75p. (College of Forestry 
bulletin no. 40) 


*STATE SCHOOL OF INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR RELATIONS, Cornell University, 
Ithaca. British and American changes in interindustry wage structure 
under full employment, by Pamela Haddy and N. Arnold Tolles. (1958) 
(7p) (Reprint series no. 68, reprinted from the Review of economics 
and statistics, November 1957) 


* __ Regulation of employee benefit programs, by Duncan M. MacIntyre. 
(1958) (25p) (Reprint series no. 67; Industrial and labor relations 
review, July 1957) 


*YOUTH COMMISSION. Film catalog, 1957. (1958) 17p. 
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Free and Inexpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 
Planning Your Vacation? 


Bronson-Howard, George. Handbook for skin divers, with special sections 
on California, Florida, East Coast states, Midwest & Great Lakes, 
Caribbean, Mediterranean. Everything you need to know to dive, spear 
fish and take underwater photos. Fawcett Books. Dept. 305, Greenwich, 
Conn. 1956. 144p. 75¢ plus 10¢ mailing charge. 


Chamberlain, Samuel. A tour of Old Sturbridge village. Hastings House 
Publishers, Inc. 41 East 50th St., New York 22. 1955. 72p. $1. 


Ford, N.D. Off the beaten path: where to vacation or stay awhile in 
America's own bargain paradises. Harian Publications. Greenlawn, 
N.Y¥., 1957. 109p. $2. 


Frommer, Arthur. Europe on 5 dollars a day; a guide to inexpensive travel. 
Greenberg. 201 East 57th St., New York 22. 1957. 124p. $1.95. 


Hill, R.L. Hillsway: America's only where to go, stop, eat, play and 
shop travel guide (with foreign section). 1957-58. 8th ed. Hillsway 
Company. P.O. Box 2090. Long Beach, Calif. Sept. 1957. 144p. $2. 


Invest your summer 1958; catalog of service opportunities, published by 
the Commission on Youth Service Projects. Distributed by Ecumenical 
Voluntary Service, USCC. 257 Fourth Ave. - Room Al207. New York 10. 
1958. 32p. 25¢. 


Tourists trade-mark and trade name import identification. Bureau of 
Customs. U.S. Government Printing Office. Washington, D.C. 1957. 
7p. Free. 


Vactions abroad: courses, study tours, work camps (vol. X, 1958) UNESCO 
Publications Center. 801 Third Ave., New York 22. 1958. 190p. $1. 
Text in English, French and Spanish. 


What should I know when I travel abroad? Common Council for American 
Unity. Wilkie Memorial Building. 20 West 40th St., New York 18. 
1957. 34p. Free. 


When you go abroad; information for bearers of passports. Rev. ed. 
Department of State publication 6485, Department and Foreign Service 
series 66. Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D.C. June 1957. 103p. 35¢. 


Please Note! Study abroad; international handbook (Vol. IX, 1957-58) 
listed in March 1958 Bookmark may also be secured from UNESCO Publi- 
cations Center, 801 Third Ave., New York 22 at $2.50. 
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“PUBLIC LIBRARY- 


For Your Information 


GENERAL NEWS 
Prepared by Ida M. Cohen, Reference, and Library Extension Staff 



































State Aid to Libraries: In the last week of the 1958 session, the Senate 

and the Assembly of the New York State Legislature passed an amended ver- 

sion of a bill to increase State aid to libraries. The act has been sent 
- to Governor Harriman for his signature, after which it will become law. 

The act provides two additional methods of organization of libraries 
into systems. One is the cooperative library system set up by the boards 
of trustees of libraries interested in joining together in such a cooper- 
ative venture. The other is the creation by the board of supervisors of 
the county of a system as a department of the county government, with an 
advisory board of trustees. These two new organizational patterns are in 
addition to the county library system already established in New York State. 

Grants in Aid: Individual libraries will continue to receive the $100 
state grant-in-aid. Individual libraries serving a population of less 
than 5,000 people will be eligible to receive an additional grant-in-aid 
in the form of $100 worth of reference books. Such libraries may elect to 
receive both grants in reference books. 

Library systems will receive State aid as follows: 

1. an establishment grant of $10,000 if the system serves one county 
or a part of a county or if the system serves more than one county, $20,000 
for each entire county served 

2. an annual grant of $5,000 where the library system serves less 
than one county and $10,000 per county where the system serves one county 
or more than one county 

3. a grant equal to 25¢ per capita of the population served (based 
on the 1950 census) 

4. a grant equal to $6 per square mile of area served in the case 
of a library system serving one county or less. Such sum of $6 is increased 
by $3 for each additional entire county served. No grant will exceed $18 
per square mile. 

The board of trustees of the library system must submit a plan of service 
to the Commissioner of Education for approval. For full approval such plan 
must show that the system will serve at least 200,000 people or an area of 
4,000 square miles. Provisional approval may be granted a system which will 
serve at least 50,000 people and include at least three political subdivi- 
sions and adopts a five-year plan of expansion of service to meet the re- 
quirements for full approval. 

at Standards and regulations governing the plans of service for systems and 
individual libraries are being prepared and will be distributed as soon as 
they are ready. 

Complete copies of the amended bill have been mailed to all libraries 
in the State. Additional copies may be secured from the Library Extension 
Division, Albany 1, New York. 






















Staff Notes: Dr. Charles F. Gosnell, State Librarian, and Mason Tolman, 
Reference Librarian, attended a meeting of the Western New York Chapter 
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of the Special Library Association on March 15 at Syracuse University. 

Dr. Gosnell spoke on the New York State Library program of cooperation 
with special libraries in the fields of science and technology. Mr. Tolman 
led the discussion which followed. — Mason Tolman spoke on the subject, 
"Literature and Science and the Library," before the Westchester Library 
Association on April 15 at New Rochelle. — The lead article in the Febru- 
ary 1958 issue of the Law Library Journal is: "Legislative Intent and Ex- 
trinsic Aids to Statutory Interpretation in New York," by Ernest H. Breuer, 
Law Librarian. Appended is a comprehensive bibliography of sources for 
legislative intent material in the New York State Library. — Representing 
the State Library at the New York Regional Catalog Group meeting in New 
York City on March 7 were Mrs. Grace Atwood, Mrs. Beatrice Fazzio, Mrs. 
Mary Felix, Eleanor Hall, Mrs. Ethel Lansing, Mrs. Marie Passarelli, Mrs. 
Virginia Sanford, and Mrs. Mildred Tunis. Verner C. Clapp, president of 
the Council on Library Resources, Inc. spoke on "Cataloging Is Important." 
— Florence Coonrad, formerly of the New York State Department of Agricul- 
ture Library, has recently been appointed to the staff of the Medical Li- 
brary as assistant librarian. 


"Tollie" Duncan Retires: In September, 1913, there came to the Catalog 
Section of the State Library a young woman whose contribution to the ef- 
fective service of the Library and the happy relations among its staff 
members can scarcely be overestimated. Rebecca A. Duncan soon showed her 
ability to move into highly technical work, and so ably grew in profes- 
sional stature that she has for years been responsible for the proper cat- 
aloging of more than half a million volumes. Much of this work she has 
done herself, and even much more she has supervised and revised. Millions 
of cards have passed under her critical scrutiny. An ever-changing per- 
sonnel has met with kindly and helpful cooperation in consultation with 
her. So long a service in one unit is exceptional, and the continuity of 
contact has been an important factor for the Library. 

Her friends and fellow workers will miss her greatly when she retires 
on April 9, 1958, but all will wish her happiness, and a long life in 
which to enjoy the fruits of her faithful service. 

Helen W. Light 
Former Classifier 
New York State Library 


New Bookmobile Arrives: The Education Department's new bookmobile was 
delivered April 8 and will be on display during Convocation on April 25. 
An open house will be held for members of the Department and local Librar- 
ians on April 24, 2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 


Exhibits: The April exhibit in the State Library celebrating the centenary 
of the birth of Theodore Roosevelt was planned to coincide with the Regents 
Convocation of the University of the State of New York which takes place 

on April 25. The display was arranged in cooperation with the State Museum 
where part of the exhibit will be shown. — In connection with the Nature 
Exhibit held in March in the State Library, 21 watercolor land- and seascapes 
painted by Herbert Faulkner West were shown. Mr. West is professor of 
Comparative Literature at Dartmouth College while at the same time pursuing 
careers as author and artist. His watercolor sketches are done in the wet 
transition technique and are skillfully handled. — A number of items from 
the New York State Library collections are included in the Schenectady 
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Museum's exhibit on "Self-conscious America."' One of them, the Hudson 
River Portfolio, was featured by Donald S. Smith, director of the Schenec- 
tady Museum Association, on a TV program March 20. 





Added to Medical Library: Two books of interest recently added to the 
Medical Library are Eucharius Roslin's Der Schwangerann Frauen und Hebammen 
Rosengarte, Augsburg, 1530 and Hieronymous Brunschwig's A most excellent 
and Perfecte Homish Apothecarye or Homely Physick Booke, for all the Grefes 
and Diseases of the Bodye, Cologne, 1561. The first is one of the earliest 
printed works on the diseases of women and the second is one of the earli- 
est printed pharmacopoeias. 






Reference Workshop: A reference workshop for librarians from Cortland, 
Seneca, Tioga and Tompkins counties was held at the Cornell Public Library 
in Ithaca on March 4. Trustees also attended the all-day program at which 
were representatives from 17 libraries in the four-county area. Fifteen 
libraries serving a population of 10,000 or less which participated in the 
workshop will receive a $100 collection of reference books under a grant 
made possible by the Federal Library Services Act. Librarians and trustees 
were able to examine and discuss reference books made available to them 
before they made their selections. The workshop leader was Edgar Tompkins, 
Public Library Consultant, Library Extension Division. 

The following libraries were represented: Interlaken Public Library; 
Newfield Public Library; Cortland Free Library; Ovid Free Library; Coburn 
Free Library, Owego; Waverly Free Library; Southworth Library, Dryden; 
Candor Free Library; Whittier Library, Lodi; Lamont Memorial Free Library, 
McGraw; Tappan-Spaulding Memorial Library, Newark Valley; George P. and 
Susan Platt Cady Library, Nichols; Peck Memorial Library, Marathon; Phillips 
Free Library, Homer; Berkshire Free Library; and Groton Public Library. 

Reference workshops are scheduled for libraries in Dutchess and Putnam 
counties at Pleasant Valley on April 18 and for Chautauqua and Cattaraugus 
county libraries at Dunkirk on April 25. 





Workshops in Children's Services: The second series of Workshops in Chil- 
dren's Services were held in the Steuben County Area on Tuesday, February 
4 at the Hornell Public Library and on Thursday, February 6 at the Dundee 
Free Library, Yates County. These Workshops are a part of a cooperative 
project, offered by New York State under the Library Services Act. 

Under the leadership of Mrs. Elizabeth H. Lockhart, Public Library 
Children's Consultant, all-day meetings were held from 10 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. The subject was "Picture Books and the Picture Book Hour." The 
program included a discussion of the importance of distinguished picture 
books in the early, impressionable life of a child and the responsibility 
of both librarian and parents; the purpose of a picture book hour for the 
youngest in the community as well as the preparation of the librarian. 

” The presentation of a picture book to a group was demonstrated by Mrs. 
Lockhart. Copies of A Selected List of Picture Books were distributed 
for book ordering and many from this list were discussed. 

The librarians and trustees who are having the opportunity of getting 
well acquainted at this series of Workshops have become increasingly active 
in contributing workable ideas toward a continuing cooperative project 
in this area. Libraries in addition to Hornell and Dundee represented 
were: Addison, Almond, Atlanta, Avoca, Branchport, Canaseraga, Canisteo, 

Corning, Hammondsport, Jasper, Savona, South Dansville, Pulteney, Wayland. 
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NYLA Offers Scholarships: Two scholarships for graduate study in library 
science have been announced by NYLA as part of its recruiting program for 
1958. Named in honor of Wharton Miller and Paul North Rice, these scholar- 
ships will provide $600 each toward training for a library career in New 
York State. They are open to residents of the State who are eligible for 
admission to an approved library school by the fall. Applications, which 
will be accepted until May 15, may be obtained from Robert J. Flores, Chair- 
man of the NYLA Scholarship and Recruiting Committee, Library Extension 
Division, New York State Library, Albany 1, New York. 


NYLA Exchange-Visitor Program: Exchange positions with librarians in Eng- 
land, Germany, India and Uruguay are presently available for a one-year 
period. Approval by the heads of libraries concerned is required. If in- 
terested, write to Dr. Robert H. Deily, Chairman of NYLA Exchange Visitor 
Program, New York State Library, Albany 1, New York. 


Youth Commission Offers Film: "Borderline,"' a 25-minute, 16mm discussion 
film is available free of charge for group showings in New York State. 
Bookings may be secured by writing to the Motion Picture Unit, New York 
State Department of Commerce, 40 Howard Street, Albany 7, New York. The 
film points out some of the problems of emotional adjustment confronting 
many adolescents in their strivings for maturity. It deals with two common 
parental problems — guidance vs. discipline for the teen-ager and how late 
is "too late" for a date. 


National Book Awards: Fiction, The Wapshot chronicle, by John Cheever; 
Promises: poems 1954-1956, by Robert Penn Warren. 


We Call Your Attention to: A new section, AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS, pp. 
173-4, which will appear hereafter as a regular feature of The Bookmark. 


LOCAL ACTIVITIES 
Edited by I. Marie Gustafson and Edgar Tompkins, Library Extension 


Allegany. Seventy-five librarians, trustees, and friends from 14 Allegany 
County libraries attended a meeting in celebration of National Library 
Week on March 17 at the David A. Howe Public Library in Wellsville. The 
meeting was sponsored jointly by the Monday Club of Wellsville and the 
Library Extension Division. The main features of the program were talks 
by Robert L. Carter and Jean L. Connor of the Library Extension Division, 
a showing of the film "Books for All," and a tea served by the Monday 
Club. There also were book exhibits and kits of literature on books and 
libraries. 


Broome. Growth has caused the Hillcrest Free Library to relocate in new 
quarters in the Hillcrest Elementary School building. Civic groups 
and the Boy Scouts cooperated with the library board to make the move 
a real community project. Strengthening of the book collection, initi- 
ation of longer library hours and an open house marked the library's 
reopening. 


Chemung.. Mrs. Eva Taylor, assistant director of Steele Memorial Library, 
Elmira, resigned after more than 18 years of service. She has been 
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succeeded by Katherine O'Connor who is continuing as head of the ref- 
erence department. 




















Erie. The Buffalo and Erie County Public Library marked the opening of 
the new Niagara County Branch Library at a reception on March 24. 





Monroe. The Rochester Public Library observed Jaycee Day at the library 
recently. About 40 members of the Rochester Junior Chamber of Commerce 
came to the library for a box lunch while viewing two short movies in 

F the field of business. Afterward they heard Director Harold Hacker 
F describe "Ten Ways to Increase Your Income." A tour of the Main Library 
followed. This is the first step in Jaycee "Operation Library" in 
Rochester, 


Nassau. Garden City Public Library has let contracts for the remodeling 
and expansion of the building which will be their new quarters. They 
expect to move in within six months. Their Friends of the Library group 
is raising funds to furnish the new building with the exception of the 
young adult section which will be furnished by the high school student 

council. — Island Park Public Library recently moved into its own new 

brick building. To celebrate, a series of film programs for adults, 
story hours for children, a new young adult collection and a new record 
collection have been launched. 





Onondaga. Syracuse Public Library formally opened its new Paul M. Paine 
Branch with a reception on March 19. The new building replaces the 
old Eastwood Branch. 








Orleans. The first meeting of librarians from Niagara, Orleans and Genesee 
counties planned for 1958 will be held at Medina on April 23. Practical 
problems of book selection in public libraries will be discussed. 


Otsego. At the recent annual meeting of the Cherry Valley Memorial Library 
Association, tribute was paid to two officers of the Board of Trustees 
who retired because of ill health. Major Abraham Cox, President, and 
Henry S.Coates, Secretary,were both charter members of the association 
which initiated free public library service in Cherry Valley. tn rec- 
ognition of their long terms of guidance and support, sometimes given 
at the cost of personal sacrifice, Major Cox and Mr. Coates were named 
honorary chairman and secretary, respectively. F. LeVere Winne Jr. was 

elected to the active post of president of the five-member board. 















Rensselaer. Leaders from ten Home Demonstration units in Rensselaer County 
: met in Troy on March 20 for an all-day training class in Children's 

Books and Reading. Mrs. Elizabeth H. Lockhart conducted the class, ar- 
ranged in cooperation with the Rensselaer County Extension Services. 

— A model show was held March 1 at the Valley Falls Free Library. This 
was another of a series of library-sponsored community events, There were 
74 entries, including a 100-year-old, hand-carved paddle wheeler and an 
exhibition of model antique automobiles. The library has planned a msic 
appreciation Sunday for early spring. 


Saratoga. The opening of the new Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake Library build- 
ing is scheduled for May 1. At that time, the Burnt Hills-Ballston 
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Lake Women's Club, sponsor of the building program, will deed the li- 
brary to the town of Ballston. The town recently voted to maintain 
and operate the library as a public library. 


Steuben. The Corning Public }ibrary has received as gifts seven books 
dealing with Italy, great Italians and contributions of Italians to 
American civilization. The gifts are part of a new program under which 
members and Friends of the Marconi Lodge of the Order of the Sons of 
Italy will present to the library a large number of selected books deal- 
ing with Italian culture. 


Ulster. The Kingston City Library formally observed the opening of its 
new children's room on March 16 at a reception. — The Rosendale Library 
Association was formed on February 13 and temporary officers chosen. 
Mrs. Anna Auchmoedy is president. A board of seven trustees was elected 
for the library which is expected to open for service this spring. 


Westchester. The Scarsdale Public Library is currently using a Bro-Dac 
charging machine on a trial basis. Bro-Dac uses sensitized paper to 
produce a facsimile record of books borrowed. It is similar to photo- 
graphic charging systems but eliminates the necessity of developing 
and enlarging the record of book charges. Recently the Westchester 
Library Association Circulation Group met for a demonstration and dis- 
cussion of the advantages and disadvantages of the Bro-Dac system. 


Rake Kke KR KR RRR KA K 


Newbery and Caldecott Awards 


Do you know that Rifles for Watie, by Harold Keith (Crowell. 
$3.75) was awarded the Newbery medal for 1957? That Time 

of wonder, by Robert McCloskey, illus. by the author (Viking. 
$3.50) received the Caldecott award? 
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The New York Herald Tribune will hold its 22nd annual 
Children's Spring Book Festival May 11-18, 1958, leading 
off with a special issue of the Herald Tribune Book Re- 
view on May 1l. Feature of the Festival will be the 
announcement of awards of $200 each for the three best 
children's books in three age groups, published this 
spring. 

The 1958 poster designed by Crockett Johnson is 15¢ the 
first copy, l10¢ for each additional one. Other materials 
available are: Festival bookmarks, 10¢ a set; 25 stickers 
for labeling prize books, 5¢ a set; 25 stickers for la- 
beling honor books, 5¢ a set; workbooks, "How to Plan a 
Book Festival," 15¢ a copy. 

For copies of the May 11 issue of Herald Tribune Book 
Review or other materials, send requests with payment 

to: New York Herald Tribune Children's Book Festival, 

230 West 3lst Street, New York 36, attention of Joan 
Rothschild. 
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